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2009 marks the 50™ anniversary of identifying
the genetic cause of Down syndrome. To commemorate
this historic discovery, the Global Down Syndrome
Foundation has organized the Be Beautifil Be Yourself
Jet Set Fashion Show, a fundraiser featuring honoree
Music Icon Quincy Jones, singer-songwriter Josh
Kelley and a fashion show including guest models with
Down syndrome. The fundraiser will benefit the Linda
Crnic Institute for Down Syndrome at the University of
Colorado’s Anschutz Medical Campus.

In 1959, the world famous pediatrician,
geneticist and scientist, Jérome Lejeune, discovered
the cause of Down syndrome — a third or extra copy of
the 21% chromosome. Lejeune spent much of his life
specializing in the treatment and care of children with
Down syndrome and he felt strongly that a scientific cure
for Down syndrome was possible.

“We are pleased to have the opportunity to take
up where Dr. Lejeune left off,” said M. Roy Wilson,
Chancellor of University of Colorado Denver. “Through
the leadership of the Linda Crnic Institute for Down
Syndrome, his dream of curing the medical and cognitive
ill effects associated with the condition will live on.”

One of the lead Down syndrome scientists that
the Linda Crnic Institute helps to support agrees. Roger
Reeves, PhD, professor at the Department of Physiology
at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine states
“We are at a key moment of opportunity in the field
of Down syndrome research, looking at the possibility -
of greatly expanding the ability of people with Down
syndrome to realize their full potential. The Linda Crnic
Institute and the collaborative opportunities it presents
are critically important in this effort. I am confident that
lifa chaneine discaverv for neonle with Down svndrome

=

50t Anniversary of Identifying the Genetic Cause

is within our grasp scientifically — but in order to deliver
that promise we need a sea-change in advocacy and
funding, and we need to attract more talent to the field.
This new institute is so exciting precisely because it is
in a prime position to ignite excellent science in Down
syndrome in the US and globally.”

Down syndrome is the most frequent
chromosomal disorder in the United States accounting for
1 in 733 live births. There are more than 400,000 people
in the US and millions worldwide with the condition

The Linda Crnic Institute for Down Syndrome
aims to eradicate the ill effects associated with Down
syndrome and significantly improve the lives of people
with Down syndrome throughout the world. The
Institute is named in memory.of Linda Crnic, MD, in
honor of her unwavering dedication to people with
Down syndrome through translational research. Crnic,
who died tragically in a bicycle accident in 2004, was a
professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the University
of Colorado Denver’s School of Medicine and director
of the Colorado Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities Center.

; The inspiration for the establishment of
the Linda Crnic Institute is Sophia Kay Whitten, the
granddaughter of Anna and John J. Sie, who happens
to have Down syndrome. Through the largest private
contribution dedicated to people with Down syndrome
in the world, the Anna and John J. Sie Foundation’s
commitment of $22 million, and the Sie’s commitment to
raise another $12 million ensures the Institute will be a
global beacon for research and care.

The Linda Cmic Institute for Down Syndrome
is the first national organization to house basic research,
clinical research and clinical care for peonle with

Down syndrome under one umbrella. The Institute is
a collaboration between the University of Colorado

Boulder, the University of Colorado Denver and The
Children’s Hospital.
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